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This booklet is a guide to help students and parents / carers make appropriate decisions about 
which subjects to study at Key Stage 4. Please read it carefully before you complete the preference 
form. Please see the letter accompanying this booklet for details of how to make your choices.

The deadline for choices is 11pm on Tuesday 18 April 2023.

If you or your child would like some additional help with deciding preferences please do not hesitate 
to contact the members of staff named in this booklet.

Curriculum
The national situation regarding GCSE and other Level 2 qualifications is constantly changing. 
We have carefully considered the range and type of courses to offer and are confident that the 
curriculum offer for 2023-2025 will prepare students for a wide range of future pathways.

Our curriculum model is designed to offer breadth and depth whilst being tailored to the needs 
of the individual. All students will follow a broad and balanced curriculum which includes a 
compulsory core of subjects alongside a preferences curriculum. The core curriculum consists of 
English, Mathematics, Science and Physical Education, with Religious Education, PSHE, financial 
education and Relationships and Sex Education as part of Work. World. Wellness.

Work. World. Wellness.
Work, World and Wellness are the three central layers of our curriculum intent and as such they    
underpin the curriculum model at Manor School. Information on the individual layers is given below.

Work
Our core curriculum at Manor School ensures that the world of work is at the heart of what we do. As 
students develop their career awareness they will become aware of the links between education, 
work and the role of lifelong learning, and understand that people’s skills are built up over time 
because of learning and experience. The Work layer of our curriculum will ensure that students 
leave Manor School with a knowledge and well-rounded view of the opportunities and pathways 
available to them, as well as be able to make the most of them.

World
It is essential that global citizenship and celebrating diversity is a central strand within our core    
curriculum to proactively engage students in developing their understanding of the world and their 
place within it. Through the World curriculum layer, experiences and opportunities that we provide 
for our young people will ensure that individual differences are recognised and celebrated by all.  
When our students leave Manor School, they will be able to contribute positively to society as well 
rounded global citizens, and will have had significant opportunities to develop their cultural capital.

Wellness
For the purposes of our curriculum we define wellness as: an active process of becoming aware of 
and making choices towards a healthy and fulfilling life. Wellness is more than being free from illness, 
it is a dynamic process of change and growth. Through our Wellness layer we will develop our work 
in order to ensure we are delivering the best possible proactive and positive provision to protect the 
physical and mental health of our young people.
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EXAMINATIONS &
QUALIFICATIONS

GCSE
This stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education. All GCSE courses must conform to 
criteria that consist of nationally agreed rules and principles. They are carefully checked by Ofqual, 
the examinations regulator, to see that standards are similar in all subjects and in all parts of the 
country.  For National Curriculum subjects, GCSE exam specifications follow National Curriculum 
programmes of study. They are run by Examination Boards which set and examine specifications. 
We use a range of different examining boards that offer the courses we feel are most appropriate 
for our students.

GCSE Qualifications
Assessment of all GCSEs is linear only - that is the exams take place at the end of the course in 
May/June 2025. Most subjects will not have tiers so all students will sit the same examination paper, 
although Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign Languages continue to have a foundation 
and a higher tier. Almost all assessment of GCSEs is by externally set examination, but there is a 
separate speaking assessment for English language that does not make up part of the GCSE award. 
Grades are awarded on a scale of 9 through to 1 to identify levels of performance where 9 is the 
top level that can be achieved.

Technical Award
A Technical Award qualification is a work related qualification suitable for a wide range of students, 
designed to meet the needs of employers and allow progression to sixth form and beyond. Courses 
involve a practical, real world approach to learning alongside key theoretical background material. 
They are assessed through a variety of methods which can include presentations, performances, 
reports and producing case studies. Assessment of these qualifications includes an externally set 
examination. The technical awards we offer are either BTEC or OCR Cambridge National.

What is meant by assessment?
This means judging a piece of work or a candidate’s skills according to standards set by the 
examination boards.

What is non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments are tasks set by examination boards as part of GCSE courses. 
Students complete these tasks under strict supervision arrangements in lessons using research and 
source material provided in a set time. Non examination assessments do not feature in many GCSE 
qualifications, although they do still continue in subjects where there is a high practical component 
to the assessment, such as Art, Design and Technology, PE, and Food Preparation and Nutrition.
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What are tiers?
It may not be possible to set a single examination that can adequately test the full range of ability 
on the same paper. Tiers mean papers set at different levels. A student entered for a particular tier 
can gain only a narrow range within the grades available. Mathematics, Science and Modern 
Foreign Language GCSEs have foundation and higher tiers whilst other GCSE examinations are 
single tier meaning all students sit the same examination paper.

Levels
The national qualifications framework describes relationships between qualifications in terms of 
broad equivalences.  Programmes of study followed by students may combine different types of 
qualification and levels.

Level 1 provision includes GCSE attainment at grades 3-1 or a Level 1 award in a Technical Award 
(BTEC, Cambridge National or NCFE qualification). 

Level 2 provision includes GCSE attainment at grades 9-4 or a Level 2 award in a Technical Award 
(BTEC, Cambridge National or NCFE qualification). 

Level 3 provision includes AS, A Level and Level 3 BTEC qualifications.

How are qualifications graded?
GCSE grades are awarded on a nine point scale using the numbers 9 through to 1, where 9 is 
the highest level of attainment. Grades 9, 8 and 7 are roughly equivalent to the old A/A* grades 
and allow greater differentiation of the highest performing students. Grade 4 is recognised as a 
‘standard pass’ at Level 2 and is the minimum level that students need to achieve in English and/
or maths otherwise they need to continue to study these subjects as part of their post-16 education 
(this requirement does not apply in other subjects). Grades 5 and above are recognised as a ‘strong 
pass’ at Level 2, and grades 1 to 3 are awarded for attainment at Level 1.

Technical Awards, including BTEC and other non-GCSE Level 2 qualifications award at four levels:
• Pass
• Merit
• Distinction
• Distinction*
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Post-16 study
If students already have an idea of which subjects they would like to do in Year 12 and 13 they should 
consider which Level 2 qualifications they should choose in preparation for the post-16 courses they 
wish to follow. Students and parents / carers may also be concerned about which qualifications 
universities and employers may be looking for.

Listed below are some of the guidelines we offer to students:

• All students are required to remain in full time education and/or training until they reach the 
age of 18

• Our curriculum of core subjects provides a broad and balanced range of subjects which will 
enable progression to Level 3 study, but if you have a particular subject in mind for A level it 
would be sensible to study it at Level 2

• Students considering Level 3 qualifications at Manor School are expected to have achieved 
passes in five GCSE subjects including English and mathematics

• Entry to apprenticeships, work related training and other colleges will depend on the grades 
secured at GCSE and other Level 2 qualifications

 
If you would like to discuss this further please contact Mr D Carter, Assistant Head of School, in the 
first instance.

What is the EBacc?
You may have heard about something called the EBacc, or English Baccalaureate. This is not 
a qualification in its own right, but it is a combination of GCSE subjects which offer a range of 
knowledge and skills which are important for young people to ‘future proof’ their prospects.

The Department for Education recommends these core subjects to keep options open for young 
people:

• English language and English literature
• Mathematics
• Science (either combined science or separate science)
• History or Geography
• A foreign language

Recommendations
In most cases we will strongly recommend that students choose a combination of subjects which 
make up the EBacc.

We will also make a recommendation for Triple or Combined Science, and Computer Science or 
Digital Information Technology.

Whilst these are recommendations, rather than compulsory, we do make them in the best interests 
of the student and their future opportunities. As such you should think carefully before you choose 
differently and consider how it may impact on your future pathway.
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Core subjects
All students will follow a suite of core subjects that will allow future progression. For this reason, we 
expect all students to include at least one, and preferably more than one, facilitating subject in 
their subject portfolio (in addition to English, Mathematics and Science which are studied as part of 
the core curriculum). This is of critical importance for students who are intending to apply for sixth 
form entry and are considering university or advanced apprenticeships as a future pathway. Please 
ensure that you discuss suitability for modern foreign language, and which language or languages 
to select, with your child’s current language teacher.

Facilitating subjects
Facilitating subjects are the subjects that are most often required for progression onto future learning 
pathways or into training and employment. Studying facilitating subjects allows students to keep 
open a range of future options and some universities have said that they will look favourably on 
students with facilitating subjects at GCSE as well as A level.

Achieving qualifications  in facilitating subjects will ensure that a student is able to progress to A level 
study and will show future employers that they not only have the requisite knowledge and skills, but 
also the understanding that is so important for future success. 

Preference subjects
Preference subjects cover a range of expressive arts, design technology and business studies courses. 
They will allow students to explore their learning and gain qualifications in areas that interest them. 

Courses offered are GCSE courses, or in some cases, Technical Awards. Where both GCSE and 
Technical Award qualifications are offered in a subject, a decision will be made as to the most 
appropriate qualification pathway on an individual student basis.

What will happen next?
Once preferences have been indicated we will use them to produce timetables for next year. 
Courses described in this booklet are offered for September 2023, however our ability to offer these 
courses is dependent on sufficient student demand and availability of staffing resources. 

If you choose a course which has to be cancelled, we will in the first instance use your reserve 
choices, or offer you alternatives. Where courses are over-subscribed, or staff feel you may benefit 
from a different route at Key Stage 4, you may have to accept another subject. Students and 
parents / carers will be involved in discussions about these alternatives.

Please be aware that details of courses are accurate at time of print, but may be subject to change 
at a later date.

What if I change my mind?
If you start the courses you have chosen and find that they are not quite what you expected, let 
us know as soon as possible. If it is possible in the blocks, and there is space in the group, it may be 
possible to transfer you to a different subject. However, the later we leave this the more difficult it will 
be to catch up, and so we will not make any changes after the October half-term holiday.
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Key Stage 4 proposed subjects - 2023-2025

Core Preference Subjects

The compulsory 
element consists of 

• core curriculum 
of English, maths, 
science, culture 
and ethics, and 
PE

• one hour 
per week of 
Work World 
and Wellness 
provision 
(including PSHE, 
RSE, careers 
education 
and financial 
education)

• daily tutorial 
programme

Art parthway

Music pathway (GCSE or Vocational Award)

Sports pathway

Health and Social Care

Digital Information Technology

*In Art, Music and Sport we offer a subject pathway because there is more than one course in these 
areas. Students choose the subject pathway and as part of our Information, Advice and Guidance 
process we will identify which course is most appropriate for each individual student.

Instructions
Students must make a choice of four subjects and at least one subject must be a facilitating subject. 
They should also select two reserve subjects which may be assigned if courses are oversubscribed, 
or do not run due to lack of numbers.

We will be providing individual guidance on the expectation for selection of some subjects on the 
preferences form. When making your selections you must take this guidance into account.

We would hope that all courses can run, but there is a minimum number of students for a course 
to be viable. We will assign students to reserve subjects if possible, and inform students as soon as 
possible if they need to reselect courses from those available.
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‘Triple Science’

Business Studies

Computer Science

Dance

Design and Technology

Drama

Food Preparation and Nutrition

French

Geography

German

History

Religious Studies

Spanish

https://youtu.be/kN3I0nI6utI
https://youtube.com/video/u050J3YB9hM/
https://youtube.com/video/jc2xGHjK0r8/
https://youtube.com/video/rP-9agg1hdw/
https://youtu.be/h4FoIfDX5tI
https://youtu.be/5iUBnIL-LFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ud9n7SlkLlw
https://youtube.com/video/74Salm2TNus/
https://youtu.be/aFlvW43inZg
https://youtube.com/video/MsySirOxiWw/
https://youtube.com/video/_TmBiVMkNBQ/
https://youtube.com/video/p7crdbvoJDk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFalqdoD_eA
https://youtube.com/video/Q_D3vi8QvvI/
https://youtu.be/I-2SVOwO3Fs
https://youtube.com/video/QMAgnH2-fr8/
https://youtube.com/video/OXwDTkDb7Sg/
https://youtube.com/video/pAMJa5M-zcc/
https://youtube.com/video/OXwDTkDb7Sg/
https://youtube.com/video/gsWM8PZORyI/
https://youtube.com/video/JdevPsCtinA/
https://youtube.com/video/OXwDTkDb7Sg/
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STUDENT GUIDE
TO COURSES

Core Subjects
English

Mathematics

Science

Facilitating Subjects
Geography

History

Modern Foreign Languages

Preference Subjects
Art and Design pathway

Business Studies

Computer Science

Dance (Tech Award)

Design and Technology

Digital Information Technology (Tech Award)

Drama

Food Preparation and Nutrition

Health and Social Care (Tech Award)

Music pathway: GCSE Music

Music pathway: Vocational Award in Performing Arts

Religious Studies

Sports pathway: GCSE Physical Education

Sports pathway: Sports Studies (Tech Award)
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ENGLISH

What is GCSE English?
GCSE specifications in English will enable students to read a range of texts fluently and with a 
good understanding. They will develop the ability to read critically and use knowledge gained 
from reading to improve their own writing, as well as using grammar, punctuation and spelling 
accurately. English literature specifications develop students ability to read and interpret classic 
literature, and evaluate their reading so that they are able to discuss and explain their understanding 
and ideas. They will learn to criticise and analyse what they read using grammatical terminology 
and appropriate linguistic terms.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
GCSE English builds on the skills you have learned at Key Stage 3. You will be assessed on the same 
skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening so there is a continuity of learning between the two 
Key Stages.

How is the course structured?
Students will study for a qualification in both English Language and English Literature. 

English Language
There are two written examinations. All texts in the examination will be unseen.
Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing. 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of the GCSE award).
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives. 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of the GCSE award).
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language is a separate endorsement and does not contribute 
to the GCSE award.

English Literature
There are two written examinations. All assessments are closed book: any stimulus material will be 
provided as part of the assessment. 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel. 1 hour 45 minutes (40% of the GCSE award).
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry. 2 hours 15 minutes (60% of the GCSE award).

What about examinations?
All assessment is in the form of terminal examinations.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award.

Materials required
While we supply all of the course books you will need, you may find it helpful to purchase your own 
copies of the set texts so you can make notes in them.

What other skills might I develop?
In its broadest sense GCSE English is about communication in all its forms. You will learn how to 
read astutely, spotting inconsistencies and subtexts. You will also learn how to write and speak with 
precision and in a variety of situations.

What could I do next with GCSE English?
GCSE English is a key requirement of any future study or career plans.

Director of English: Miss K Dicker Email: kdicker@manor.school
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MATHEMATICS

What is GCSE Mathematics?
Mathematics promotes problem solving, thinking skills and a logical mind, whilst enabling you 
to develop and gain the tools necessary for everyday life and work. The course allows you to 
consolidate and extend your knowledge from Key Stage 3 and focuses on five strands of Number, 
Ratio and Proportion, Algebra, Statistics and Geometry. There is an emphasis on problem solving 
and mathematical reasoning with marks allocated to these specific skills. 

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
The mathematics course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills previously studied at 
Key Stages 1, 2 and 3 with application of problem-solving techniques to a wide range of subjects. 

How is the course structured?
Students follow a linear course with two tiers of entry, foundation and higher. The foundation tier 
caters for students achieving a maximum of a grade 5 and the higher tier is aimed at students 
expected to attain the higher GCSE grades (6-9).

What about examinations?
You will sit three separate examination papers. These will consist of two calculator examination 
papers and one non-calculator examination paper, each of which last one and a half hours, giving 
a total examination time of four and a half hours.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award.

Materials required
We expect you to attend all lessons and examinations with basic mathematical equipment (pen, 
pencil, eraser, ruler, protractor, compasses and scientific calculator).

What other skills might I develop?
As well as developing general numeracy and skills in Number, Ratio and Proportion, Algebra, 
Statistics and Geometry, you have access to ICT in mathematics, both in the classroom and in 
specialised computer suites. Mathematics develops your independence, reasoning and problem-
solving skills, enabling you to tackle, analyse and solve unfamiliar problems and puzzles using familiar 
learned tools and concepts. Having a good mathematical understanding also helps you within 
other subjects and with numeracy skills that we require in everyday life. 

What could I do next with GCSE Mathematics?
Mathematics is a key requirement of any future study or career plans which you may have. It is also 
the key requirement for AS and A2 level mathematics which will prepare you for a degree with 
high mathematical content such as mathematics, physics, chemistry, finance, actuarial sciences, 
accounting, business management and many other areas of study. GCSE Mathematics is also an 
effective start to the Core Maths course which is also offered in the sixth form here at Manor School.

Co-Curriculum Leads:
Mrs A Andrew-Charles and Mr C Brown

Email: aandrew@manor.school
              cbrown@manor.school
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SCIENCE

What is GCSE Science?
The GCSE awards in science cover the three sciences, biology, chemistry and physics, with working 
scientifically and practical skills as a focus throughout. Students following the combined science 
course will be awarded two GCSE grades, whilst those following the ‘separate science’ route will be 
awarded three independent GCSE grades, one each in biology, chemistry and physics. 

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
The science courses build on the knowledge and understanding of the compulsory components of 
science followed by all students at Key Stage 3. 

How is the course structured?
All courses are linear and have two tiers of entry; higher and foundation. Each science is broken 
down into a series of topics and these are taught in sequence across Years 10 and 11. Students 
on a separate science route will follow an extended programme, taught by subject specialists, 
which will allow them sufficient time to cover the additional material required for the separate GCSE 
qualifications.  

What about examinations?
For both combined science and separate sciences, each subject area is assessed by two written 
examinations, six in total (2 each for biology, chemistry and physics). These must be completed in 
the summer of the year in which the award is to be claimed and make up 100% of the overall GCSE 
award. 

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award but during the course students 
must carry out a range of core practical activities. Understanding of the practical elements of the 
course is tested within the final examinations.  

Materials required
No additional materials beyond those used in mathematics. A scientific calculator is essential.

What other skills might I develop?
You will develop skills in the areas of investigation, analysis, literacy, numeracy, communication and 
independent working. These are transferable skills that will be of benefit to you in any workplace or 
on any course you follow later.

What could I do next with GCSE Science?
Science is a core subject so employers will always look at the grade achieved in it. Students with 
GCSE Science qualifications can find career opportunities in industrial laboratories (such as chemical 
production, food processing, engineering, defence, and telecommunications), medicine and the 
civil service. There are other careers and jobs that require scientific understanding alongside other 
skills, such as hairdressing and beauty therapy. Studying the separate sciences at GCSE will mean 
that you are much better equipped to cope with Level 3 courses in biology, chemistry, physics 
and applied science. This will open up the choice of career further and allow you to go on to 
further education to train for many professional scientific areas such as medicine, engineering, 
development / research science, teaching, meteorology and ecology.

Director of Science: Mr G Turner Email: gturner@manor.school
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GEOGRAPHY

What is GCSE Geography?
GCSE Geography examines a range of human and physical geographical issues on both a national 
and global scale. These contemporary issues will challenge you to think about the world around 
you and provide solutions to a range of problems. To be successful at GCSE Geography you must 
be well motivated and have a genuine interest in the world around you. You will need to meet the 
challenges of working away from school on field trips, where you will collect, record and study data.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
GCSE Geography follows on from work done in geography during Key Stage 3. This includes physical 
geography topics (tectonics, rivers, coasts, hurricanes and ecosystems) and human geography 
(people, development, trade and aid, population and settlement).

How is the course structured?
Students will study for three examinations:

• Paper 1 - Global Geographical Issues
• Paper 2 - UK Geographical Issues
• Paper 3 - People and Environment Issues: Making Geographical Decisions

What about examinations?
• Paper 1 - 90 minutes. This is worth 94 marks (37.5% of the qualification).
• Paper 2 - 90 minutes. This is worth 94 marks (37.5% of the qualification).
• Paper 3 - 90 minutes. This is worth 64 marks (25% of the qualification).

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award.

Materials required
You must be prepared to undertake fieldwork in the process of studying for these examinations.

What other skills might I develop?
During this course you will gain a range of skills including enquiry, ICT, decision making and mapping 
/ surveying skills. You will develop an understanding of the relationships between people and land 
use, environmental issues and sustainability of making sense of physical environments through field 
studies, data management and  interpretation.

What could I do next with GCSE Geography?
Geography is one of the most versatile subjects and employers require the skills you will develop. 
Careers can include oceanography, volcanology, countryside management, environmental 
officer, international development and accountancy. Organisations, such as the Environment 
Agency may require geographical qualifications for employment.

Curriculum Lead: Mr J Andrews Email: jandrews@manor.school
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HISTORY

What is GCSE History?
History answers questions that you may have about past events and the influences that these events 
have had on the shaping of the modern world. 

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
History builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills previously studied in the National Curriculum 
at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3. 

How is the course structured?
The course is spread across three examination papers.

Paper 1 - Thematic study and historic environment
• Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present
• Whitechapel, c1870-c1900: Crime, Policing and the Inner City

Paper 2 - Period study and British depth study
• The American West c1835-c1895
• Early Elizabethan England 1558 - 1588 

Paper 3 – Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939

What about examinations?
• Paper 1 - contributes 30% to the total mark.
• Paper 2 - contributes 40% to the total mark.
• Paper 3 - contributes 30% to the total mark.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award.

Materials required
We epect you to attend all lessons and examinations with basic equipment (pen, pencil, eraser, 
ruler).

What other skills might I develop?
Analysis, organisation, interpretation of evidence, use of ICT packages and effective communication 
of an argument, both written and oral, are all transferable skills developed by the study of this 
course.

What could I do next with GCSE History?
Law, business, accountancy, media, education, curator, research posts and the police are examples 
of professions that value history.

Curriculum Lead: Mrs C Johnson Email: cjohnson@manor.school
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

What are GCSE Modern Foreign Languages?
Learning a language at GCSE level will enable you to understand and communicate on a wide 
range of topics. You will further develop your skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing and 
will acquire a deeper understanding of the grammar of the language to allow you to express 
yourself accurately. You will also gain an insight into the culture of the countries where your chosen 
language is spoken.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
You will be building on the vocabulary and phrases you have learned at Key Stage 3, which form 
the basis for much of what you will cover at Key Stage 4. 

How is the course structured?
In each language you will cover a range of topic areas which are relevant to your life and the world 
around you. These include ‘You, your friends and family’, ’Social media and mobile technology’, 
‘Music, TV, sport and the cinema’, ‘Eating out’, ‘Home town and the environment’, ‘Social issues’, 
‘Travel and tourism’ and ‘Current and future study and employment’. Within each topic area you 
will practise listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as grammatical structures to help you 
develop the accuracy and range of your language.

What about examinations?
There are four examinations, each contributing 25% to your overall grade. You will sit three written 
examinations, one each in Listening, Reading and Writing plus one Speaking Assessment.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award. 

Materials required
You should have your own bilingual dictionary which will help you to complete homework tasks. 
Access to the internet will give you the opportunity to use a wide range of materials to help build 
your understanding of the language and the way of life in the countries where the language is 
spoken. 

What other skills might I develop?
Analysis, organisation, use of language ICT packages and written and oral communication are all 
skills that will be developed on this course.

What could I do next with a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language?
A good grade will allow progression to Level 3 courses. There are numerous career opportunities 
available with a qualification in a modern foreign language including jobs in the travel industry, 
translation, ICT, import and export and, of course, teaching. 

Key Stage 4 Lead: Mr M Brooks Email: mbrooks@manor.school
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ART AND DESIGN PATHWAY

In Art and Design we offer a subject pathway because there is more than one course in this area. 
Students select the subject pathway and as part of our information, advice and guidance process 
we will identify which course is most appropriate for each individual student.

What is GCSE Art and Design?
It is about having an adventurous and enquiring approach to art and design and developing the 
skills to express it. You should have a commitment to, and love of, the subject and feel motivated to 
explore a range of ideas by working through projects and assignments.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Students will follow on from the work they have been doing at Key Stage 3. The emphasis is on the 
process of developing both ideas and work.  

How is the course structured?
Students will complete a personal portfolio of work with practical outcomes. During Year 11 they will 
complete an externally set assignment.

What about examinations?
Students will complete the externally set assignment. This will take the form of a broad theme, for 
example it could be something like ‘Journeys’ or ‘Time’. You will have a preparatory period;. at the 
end of this period, you will sit a timed examination, during which you will produce your final piece 
or pieces of work. 

What about non-examination assessment?
This is the Personal Portfolio and will be selected from work undertaken during the course.  You will 
initially work on skills-based projects which will introduce you to the assessment objectives as well 
as building your visual language skills. As the course progresses there will be more emphasis on you 
developing your work along more personal lines. You will need to spend at least two hours per week 
on homework.

Materials required
The development of homework is important and you will need basic art materials such as a good 
range of coloured pencils, paints, fine liners and sketching pencils.

What other skills might I develop?
In this course you will cover the study of Fine Art and acquire the ability to investigate, analyse and 
experiment. You will develop practical skills to express ideas and use visual language. This course 
will therefore enable you to develop skills that will be essential to you whatever you go on to do 
afterwards.

What could I do next with GCSE Art and Design?
You could go on to take a Level 3 design course or an A2 in art and design or other related subject. 
The study of art can help you develop transferable skills that you can take into any career or job.

Curriculum Lead: Mr B Cousins Email: bcousins@manor.school
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BUSINESS STUDIES

What is GCSE Business Studies?
GCSE Business Studies will equip learners with essential skills and knowledge for future study at A level 
or a move into entry level roles, such as assistants in business administration, marketing, finance, 
human resources, sales and customer service. The course is designed to provide an insight into how 
businesses operate and the influences that can impact on their operation. It offers a theoretical look 
at the decisions businesses make and uses modern examples to help students understand. It is a 
qualification that focuses on all aspects of business requiring a mixture of knowledge, understanding 
and application in order to be successful.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Learners may have taken part in some enterprise related activities through their Work. lessons, 
looking at some aspects of finance, as well as using ICT skills in a business context. This course is 
unique in its content and students will be expected to use interpersonal and intrapersonal skills such 
as organisation and teamwork to complement their studies.

How is the course structured?
Students follow the AQA programme of study that is split into six units over the two-year course. 
Delivery of the course will involve group tasks, discussions, debates and regular examination 
questions. Throughout the course there will be designated points where students will be expected 
to complete independent revision on their current unit of work.

What about examinations?
The course is assessed by two examinations at the end of the course. The first examination is 1 hour 
45 minutes and covers the two core units and two units which cover other parts of the course. It is 
worth 90 marks. The second examination is 1 hour 45 minutes and covers the two core units and 
the remaining two units. It is worth 90 marks. Each examination makes up 50% of a student’s overall 
GCSE grade.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award.

Materials required
We expect you to attend all lessons and examinations with basic equipment (pen, pencil, eraser, 
ruler and calculator).

What other skills might I develop?
Learners can expect to gain vital interpersonal skills as well as the ability listen to the viewpoints of 
others. Lessons carry a cross over with other subjects including geography, Work. World. Wellness. 
and mathematics.

What could I do next with GCSE Business Studies?
GCSE Business Studies can lead on to Level 3 qualifications such as BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 
in Business and A level Business Studies.

Curriculum Lead: Miss C Collier Email: ccollier@manor.school
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

What is GCSE Computer Science?
Students will follow the GCSE OCR specification which is designed to teach students how computers 
function from the inside out. This includes exploring how hardware components and software 
languages speak to each other to make up the systems and hardware we use in our daily lives. 
Students must have a passion for learning and developing programming skills as they will have 
the opportunity to design, write, test and refine one or more high-level programming languages 
in a programming project. Computer technology continues to advance rapidly and the way that 
information is consumed has also been changing at a fast pace over recent years. The growth in 
the use of mobile devices and web related technologies has exploded, resulting in new challenges 
for employers and employees.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Students will already have a basic knowledge of programming with Python from Key Stage 3. The 
GCSE course builds on the skills already learned.

How is the course structured?
Component 1 (Computer systems) introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer 
memory and storage, data representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system 
security and system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns 
associated with computer science.

In Component 2 (Computational thinking, algorithms and programming) students apply knowledge 
and understanding gained in component 1. They develop skills and understanding in computational 
thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs, computational logic 
and translators.

What about examinations?
The above two components are externally assessed in the form of written examinations.

Students are given the opportunity to undertake programming tasks during their course of study 
which allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using the Python 
programming language. Students will be assessed on these skills during the written examinations, in 
particular component 2.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award.

Materials required
Access to a computer outside of lessons is essential.

What other skills might I develop?
An enjoyment of maths and problem solving is required. In addition, an interest in coding, learning 
different programming languages and a keen interest in how computers work.

What could I do next with GCSE Computer Science?
The knowledge and skills learned in this course will provide excellent progression to A Level computer 
science, vocational courses and on to degree level courses in the areas of computing, engineering, 
science and maths. In addition, the course provides the knowledge, skills and understanding that a 
growing number of employers are demanding.

Curriculum Lead: Miss C Collier Email: ccollier@manor.school
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DANCE
(TECHNICAL AWARD)

What is the Technical Award in Dance?
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, 
physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject. 
This course gives you the opportunity to develop key skills to prepare you for the future. You learn 
through a wide range of practical and theoretical activities developing your knowledge and 
understanding of dance.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
You will develop your technical, performance and choreographic skills in different dance styles and 
apply these to performances of professional repertoire as well as creating your own performance 
pieces following a set brief. Furthermore, you will learn how to analyse and evaluate a variety of 
professional works and the part various performance and creative roles within the performing arts 
industry have in creating these.

How is the course structured?
The course is unit based and contains three main components.

• Component 1: Students will develop their understanding of the performing arts by examining 
practitioners’ work and the processes used to create performance.

• Component 2: Students will develop their performing arts skills and techniques, completing a 
journal documenting their improvement and progression throughout the rehearsal process.

• Component 3: Students will be given the opportunity to work as part of a group to contribute 
to a workshop performance as either a performer or designer in response to a given brief and 
stimulus.

What about examinations?
Component one and two are completed through teacher assessment of written and practical 
work. Component three is externally assessed by examination.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessment consists of practical work with written and video evidence to illustrate 
understanding. Students will be set assignments throughout the year and are expected to complete 
all work by the deadline set. 

Materials required
Dance kit is required for all practical lessons (navy t-shirt with navy sports leggings / jogging bottoms). 
Alongside these, students will need a black leotard, footless black tights, black character shoes and 
jazz shoes.

What other skills might I develop?
You will develop many vital transferable life skills - communication, teamwork, independence, self-
management, problem solving, negotiation, confidence, creativity and organisation. You will also 
have the opportunity to develop your performance skills in front of an audience.

What could I do next with a Technical Award in Dance?
Progression route to Level 3 study such as BTEC Dance, as well as demonstrating to potential 
employers or colleges that you are a creative, self-disciplined individual, who can work effectively 
with others.

Curriculum Lead: Miss T Hustwait Email: thustwait@manor.school
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

What is GCSE Design and Technology?
The course looks at:

• Characteristics and uses of different materials including metals, polymers, timbers, paper & 
boards and textiles

• Manufacturing methods and equipment and how these are used in industry
• Analysis and evaluation of products and processes
• Industrial, consumer and environmental issues

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Students will build on the work done at Key Stage 3 producing design work of greater depth and 
clarity along with 3D products which use a range of materials and processes. This course is ideal for 
students who are creative, willing to develop independent learning and forward thinking.

How is the course structured?
Students will produce design folders and practical outcomes for projects within a given context. 
There will be projects during the course which allow students to individually select materials suitable 
for their solutions and projects may incorporate CAD/CAM. Students will also cover a range of 
theoretical information, developing written skills for the final examination. The final decision regarding 
the choice of material area will be made at the beginning of Year 10.

What about examinations?
The course is assessed through a combination of examinations and portfolio.

What about non-examination assessment?
Design portfolios are completed to meet a given brief. This will involve a thorough analysis of the given 
context with all the information being presented logically, effectively and with clear justifications. 
The portfolio must be completed in school, within a given page limit and specified time period. 
Design contexts and briefs are released by the exam board at the start of Year 11.

Materials required
You will require an A3 portfolio to enable the non examination assessment to be stored safely and 
basic drawing equipment (compass, ruler, rubber, pencil, selection of fine liners and coloured 
pencils). You may also be required to financially supplement your final coursework project up to a 
maximum of £10. Students must provide and wear a technology apron during any practical work.

What other skills might I develop?
Communication and industrial / commercial / marketing / costing and maths skills will be developed. 
Students will develop and apply design skills that will help to prepare them for modern contexts in 
the world today. New and emerging technologies will be explored to support expertise now and in 
the future. Innovation and creativity are encouraged, adding the confidence to take design risks.

What could I do next with GCSE Design and Technology?
Progression to a Level 3 design course or other further education design based course can lead 
to careers in carpentry, furniture design, furniture restoration, mechanics, engineering, electronics, 
construction, building, architecture, product design, printing, advertising and software design.

Curriculum Lead: Mr B Cousins Email: bcousins@manor.school
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DIGITAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(TECH AWARD)

What is the Technical Award in Digital Information Technology?
This technical award is Ideal for learners who might be interested in taking a hands-on course 
alongside their GCSEs that will offer them an insight into what it is like to work in the digital sector. 
This option is an alternative to studying computer science and it does not involve coding. The 
qualification has the following learning aims:

• To engage and enthuse young people with an interest in digital computing, for example, 
exploring user interface design principles and project planning techniques.

• To explore how organisations use digital systems and the wider implications associated with 
their use, for example, how high street stores design their user interface, the impact of social 
media or how data is collected, stored and processed.

• To give students the knowledge, understanding and skills they need to support future learning 
and employment opportunities in areas such as IT project management, technical support 
and cyber security.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
The course builds on the practical design and software skills already learned during the study of 
Key Stage 3 computing and incorporates additional theory that is necessary when taking a higher 
qualification.   

How is the course structured?
The course is organised into 3 different components of assessed work across Year 10 and Year 11 to 
explore, develop and apply subject knowledge through theoretical concepts and practical work.

What about examinations?
Component 3 is an externally set, scenario-based 90-minute written examination. Students 
demonstrate their knowledge to propose digital solutions to realistic situations. This is worth 40% of 
the final award and students will first attempt this in January of Year 11..

What about non-examination assessment?
Components 1 and 2 are internally assessed assignments which are each worth 30% of the final 
award. One component will be assessed each year alongside studying the theory required for the 
component 3 written, external examination.

Materials required
Access to a computer outside of lessons is essential but this does not necessarily need to be outside 
of school as there are opportunities to use in-school facilities. There will also be resources available 
to purchase for revision purposes.

What other skills might I develop?
This course focuses on IT as a powerful tool for real life and work. It helps students use a range 
of software packages and encourages them to consider how IT can be used to solve practical 
problems. This course aims to ensure that young people acquire the knowledge and skills they need 
for the emerging information society and to prepare them for jobs that don’t exist yet.

What could I do next with a Technical Award in Digital Information Technology?
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their IT knowledge and skills to prepare 
them for future employment in the digital computing industries and the career areas mentioned 
above. The course also leads to the future study of the BTEC National Level 3 Extended Certificate 
in Information Technology.

Curriculum Lead: Miss C Collier Email: ccollier@manor.school
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DRAMA

What is GCSE Drama?
The GCSE Drama course follows the AQA specification. This GCSE develops both the practical and 
theoretical understanding of drama. You will:

• Work practically in groups
• Develop creative ideas in writing (devising)
• Contribute your ideas and take on board those of others
• Explore plays written by a range of practitioners and authors

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Students have already gained many of the core skills needed for this course in Drama lessons at Key 
Stage 3. Therefore, GCSE Drama will allow students to further their understanding and skill in acting, 
devising, improvisation and the analysis of scripts and live theatre.

How is the course structured?
Component One: Understanding Drama
This is a written exam in which students will be assessed on their knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and performed, which will include a live theatre review.

Component Two: Devising Drama
This is a practical component in which students are assessed on their ability to create and develop 
ideas to communicate meaning for performance.

Component Three: Texts in Practice
Students will perform two extracts from one play (it must contrast the set play for component 1).

What about examinations?
For component one, students will be required to complete a written exam which comprises of three 
sections. Part A (multiple choice questions), Part B (questions regarding a given extract from the set 
play chosen) and Part C (question on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production).

For component three, students will be required to perform two extracts of a play, or contribute to 
the production as the role of a designer, such as costume, lighting or sound. The final production will 
be performed to a visiting examiner.

What about non-examination assessment?
For component two, students are required to complete a devising log of 2500 words to accompany 
their practical exploration journey, which leads to a performance of the created work.

Materials required
A willingness to work collaboratively and an enthusiasm for drama, which involves dedicating time  
for rehearsals.

What other skills might I develop?
Drama instils key skills that are invaluable in the workplace, especially team work, confidence and 
presentation skills, which are essential in further careers.

What could I do next with GCSE Drama?
Drama allows progression to higher levels of study including A Level Drama and Theatre Studies, as 
well as BTEC Performing Arts at Level 3.

Curriculum Lead: Miss M Barron Email: mbarron@manor.school
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION

What is GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition?
This GCSE course enables students to combine their knowledge and understanding of the properties 
of food with practical experience of food processing and safety. They will investigate properties 
of food and nutrition and develop their own products.  Students will acquire knowledge of the 
complex nature of ingredients as a material and how their combinations create a range of flavours, 
textures, properties and functions. They will learn about the social, moral and ethical factors related 
to food, ingredients and the industry. 

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
The course builds on the skills and processes learned at Key Stage 3.  

How is the course structured?
The course combines practical and theory elements. Students will produce two portfolios of 
evidence in Year 11 supported by appropriate ICT evidence. These tasks contribute 50% to the final 
award (see NEA below).

What about examinations?
A 1 hour 45 minutes written examination (contributing 50% to the final award) testing knowledge 
and understanding of nutrition, materials, components, techniques and industrial practice.

What about non-examination assessment?
The Non Examination Assessment (NEA) unit includes two activities from a range of tasks set by the 
examination board. The first task will be an investigative task, of approximately 2000 words, finding 
a solution to an ingredients and nutritional problem. The second task is a making task of three 
hours duration where a three course healthy meal must be prepared. Students will be required to 
produce photographic evidence at each stage.

Materials required
Equipment is provided but if students require specialist equipment they may have to source this 
independently. Parents / carers should be aware of the potential cost implications as students will 
be required to supply ingredients for the practical tasks, but all products will be able to be taken 
home. Students will require a suitable clean apron and all long hair must be tied up during lessons. 
An A4 folder and basic drawing equipment will also be required.

What other skills might I develop?
Students will develop practical skills and apply numeracy, ICT and communication skills. They will 
also learn a range of skills and processes that are related to industrial practice.

What could I do next with GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition?
Food Preparation and Nutrition is a starting point for many career options and a good foundation 
for further education courses concerned with nutrition and diet, food safety, product development, 
food science and catering.

Curriculum Lead: Mr B Cousins Email: bcousins@manor.school
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
(TECH AWARD)

What is BTEC Health and Social Care?
This course gives you the opportunity to study how people grow and develop throughout the 
different life stages and the factors that may affect this such as life events. You will learn how people 
adapt to these changes and the types of support available to help them. You will also learn about 
the different health and social care services and how care values ensure that people who use 
these services get the help they require. You will then develop your skills to interpret health data and 
design a plan to improve the health and well-being of an individual.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
This subject is not studied at Key Stage 3 and no prior knowledge is required.

How is the course structured?
The course is based around three components: 

• Human lifespan development
• Health and social care services and values 
• Health & well-being

Learning will take place through a range of activities including practical activities, class and teacher 
led discussion, visits, question and answer sessions, investigative work, and research tasks.

What about examinations?
Component 3 (Health and well-being) is an externally assessed 2-hour assignment task. This requires 
you to use a case study to write a health improvement plan, and accounts for 40% of the final 
award.

What about non-examination assessment?
Component 1 and 2 consist of four internally assessed assignments to be completed in lesson time.  
Together they contribute 60% towards the final award.

Materials required
No additional materials are required.

What other skills might I develop?
You will develop skills in the areas of teamwork, problem solving, literacy, numeracy, communication 
and independent working. You will also understand the qualities and skills required to work in this 
sector and learn to empathise with others. These are transferable skills that will be of benefit to you 
in any workplace or on any course you later follow.

What could I do next with a BTEC in Health and Social Care?
Health and social care can open the door to many varied and different career opportunities in 
education (teaching, learning support), childcare (nursery nurse, play worker), healthcare (nursing, 
mental health) or social care (working with elderly or disabilities). There are many other careers that 
require an understanding of supporting others such as counselling, youth work or law enforcement.  
Progressing to a Level 3 course or apprenticeship in health and social care would also be an option.

Subject Lead: Mrs R Ireland Email: rireland@manor.school
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MUSIC PATHWAY
(GCSE MUSIC)

In Music we offer a subject pathway because there is more than one course in this area. Students 
select the subject pathway and as part of our information, advice and guidance process we will 
identify which course is most appropriate for each individual student.

What is GCSE Music?
The GCSE Music course follows the Eduqas specification. This course will provide students with the 
opportunity to:

• compose and perform music
• advance solo instrumental or vocal skills
• compose music for an instrument and a small group
• learn about all types of music including classical, popular and film
• analyse musical styles theoretically through listening and research 

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Students have already gained many of the skills needed for this course in music lessons at Key Stage 
3. Therefore, GCSE Music will allow students to further their understanding and skill in composing, 
performing, listening and analysing, in a variety of musical styles and genres. To take this course, 
students must be able to perform confidently as a vocalist or instrumentalist. 

How is the course structured?
Performing accounts for 30% of the final award. Students will play one solo piece and one ensemble 
piece. Composing accounts for 30% of the final award, and students will create two compositions.  
The listening and appraising section accounts for 40% of the final award. 

What about examinations?
There is one 75-minute examination at the end of the course with questions based on the four  
listening areas of study:

• Musical Forms and Devices
• Music for Ensemble
• Film Music
• Popular Music

What about non-examination assessment?
Performing and composing is internally assessed during the course. Final compositions and 
performances will be sent for moderation to the examination board.

Materials required
Musical performance resources and study guides are available. It is advisable that students are 
actively involved in a music ensemble, as well as receiving professional instrumental or vocal lessons 
on a weekly basis to support practical development.

What other skills might I develop?
Students’ listening skills will enhance the aural perception needed in language examinations. 
Performing skills will give confidence in playing and presenting to an audience and composing will 
develop creative skills.

What could I do next with GCSE Music?
GCSE Music would provide students with a clear pathway to A Level Music or a Level 3 Music 
qualification. The course would also enable students to develop a wide variety of key transferable 
keys, which are vital in all work places.

Curriculum Lead: Miss M Barron Email: mbarron@manor.school
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MUSIC PATHWAY
(VOCATIONAL AWARD IN PERFORMING ARTS: MUSIC)

In Music we offer a subject pathway because there is more than one course in this area. Students 
select the subject pathway and as part of our information, advice and guidance process we will 
identify which course is most appropriate for each individual student.

What is the Technical Award in Music?
The Music Technical Award follows the Eduqas Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Performing Ars (Music). 
Students learn by completing projects and assignments, which will put them in the best position to 
meet the demands of the creative industries.  

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that:
• Gives you the opportunity to play music on your own or with others 
• Involves listening to all kinds of music
• Develops your knowledge of issues relating to music style, audience and the music industry
• Allows you to rehearse and display musicianship skills 
• Allows you to perform effectively and develop repertoire
• Involves composing music using ICT or your instrument
• Combines music, dance and drama through the optional unit choice

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
All students will improve and develop their skills in performing on an instrument of their choice. 
Further to this, depending on the optional unit chosen, students will develop their understanding 
and application of individual practice schedules, composing for different types of music and/or 
using sound recording equipment effectively.

How is the course structured?
The course is unit based, including some theory and some practical. The units are Performing, 
Creating and Performing Arts in Practice. The main strand to complete these units is through music, 
however, there is the option of including the following disciplines: drama, music technology or 
musical theatre (which can include dance).

What about examinations?
One unit is externally assessed, and all other units are completed through teacher assessment of 
written and practical work.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessment consists of practical projects with written work and videos to evidence 
your understanding. You will be set assignments throughout the year and are expected to complete 
all work by the deadline set. 

Materials required
It is advisable that you are receiving professional instrumental or vocal lessons on a weekly basis to 
support your practical development.

What other skills might I develop?
This qualification offers opportunities to develop wider key skills in working with others, communication, 
resilience, and all-round character building.

What could I do next with a Technical Award in Music?
The course prepares students for future employment and provides a good grounding for more 
advanced courses. This would offer a route into performance, composing, production and more.

Curriculum Lead: Miss M Barron Email: mbarron@manor.school
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

What is GCSE Religious Studies?
Religious Studies is a full course GCSE following AQA Specification A. Students will be able to reflect 
on and develop their own values, beliefs and attitudes in light of what they have learnt.  There will 
be a range of relevant and contemporary themes to study that will promote awareness of modern-
world issues and engagement within the classroom.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
The course develops knowledge acquired during Key Stage 3 Culture & Ethics lessons.

How is the course structured?
The course is structured around two units that encourage students to learn how religion, philosophy 
and ethics form the basis of our culture and develop valuable skills.

What about examinations?
The GCSE is examined at the end of Year 11 when students sit two examinations.

Paper 1 - Beliefs and Teachings & Practices
A study of two world religions. Each of the two religions chosen is examined by two five-part 
compulsory questions, one on each module (24 marks per question).

Paper 2 - Religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world
A study of four themes such as Relationships and families; Religion and life; The existance of God 
and revelation; Religion, peace and conflct; Religion, crime and punishment; Religion, human rights 
and social justice. Each of the four themes is examined by one five-part compulsory question (24 
marks per question). 

Each paper contributes 50% to the final award and lasts 105 minutes.

What about non-examination assessment?
Non-examination assessments do not contribute to the GCSE award.

Materials required
No additional materials are required.

What other skills might I develop?
Students develop an understanding of the secular issues and the religious responses to these in an 
academic and free-thinking manner, not from a faith based perspective. Their opinions and the 
ability to explain and justify these are central to the course as is their ability to communicate their 
understanding and evaluation of the views of others.

What could I do next with GCSE Religious Studies?
Religious Education gives students an insight and the opportunity to discuss many issues of importance 
to our society and the wider world. They will develop their own perspective on these in preparation 
for playing a full role in the wider community. Employment areas can include law, education, public 
services, research and the media.

Subject Lead: Mrs C Jolley Email: cjolley@manor.school



31

SPORTS PATHWAY
(GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION)

In Sports we offer a subject pathway because there is more than one course in this area. Students 
select the subject pathway and as part of our information, advice and guidance process we will 
identify which course is most appropriate for each individual student.

What is GCSE Physical Education?
Studying GCSE Physical Education will open your eyes to the amazing world of sports performance. 
Not only will you have the chance to perform in several sports, you will also develop knowledge of 
the how and why of physical activity and sport. You can perform, and then through academic study, 
learn how to improve your performance though application of the theory. You will learn the reasons 
why we do things and why some people out perform others, both mentally and physically. You will 
also investigate the ethical considerations behind the use of drugs and gain an understanding of 
the consequences of inactivity and poor diet.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Students have been taught a variety of different activities in Key Stage 3 PE lessons and this course 
will help build upon these basic skills.

How is the course structured?
The course time is divided between 60% theory (classroom) and 40% practical, in line with the 
weightings of each component for the qualification. In theory lessons students will be working 
towards completing two examination papers (2 x 1 hour) taken at the end of the two-year course. In 
practical lessons students will be assessed via two Non-Exam Assessments (NEA). One is completed 
via three practical performances and the second being completed through one performance 
analysis task.

What about examinations?
The examination (60% of the final award) involves a wide range of question types including multiple 
choice, single mark, short answer and extended response questions.

What about non-examination assessment?
The non-examination assessments will involve being assessed practically on three activities. The 
course is designed to develop the ability to observe and analyse different performances. In the final 
assessment students will analyse performance in one of their three practical activities.

Materials required
Practical PE kit is required for all practical lessons. Basic stationery will be required for theory lessons.

What other skills might I develop?
Decision making, psychological understanding, independent thinking, problem solving and 
analytical skills, as well as thinking, acting and reacting under pressure.

What could I do next with GCSE Physical Education?
Physical Education is not just an excellent base for the A level in Physical Education; for those 
fascinated by the human mind, why not consider Psychology? This is also an excellent additional 
qualification for those studying the sciences with the intention of moving into medicine or 
physiotherapy. Beyond A level, the study of Physical Education can lead on to university degrees 
in sports science, sports management, healthcare, or exercise and health. Physical Education can 
also complement further study in biology, human biology, physics, psychology, nutrition, sociology, 
teacher training and more. 

Curriculum Lead: Miss T Hustwait Email: thustwait@manor.school



32

SPORTS PATHWAY
(SPORTS STUDIES - TECHNICAL AWARD)

In Sports we offer a subject pathway because there is more than one course in this area. Students 
select the subject pathway and as part of our information, advice and guidance process we will 
identify which course is most appropriate for each individual student.

What is the Level 2 Cambridge National Certification in Sports Studies?
This course provides students who may have an interest in the theoretical aspects of sport and physical 
activity, but don’t necessarily feel they are able to be practically assessed in their performance of 
skills, techniques and tactics across 3 sports, which is a requirement for GCSE Physical Education. This 
course consists of both theory and practical based units.

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?
Students have already been taught a variety of different activities in PE lessons. This course will 
help build upon these basic skills. Students will develop the analytical skills necessary to look at and 
improve their own performance.

How is the course structured?
The course consists of 3 topics where the units will be taught across Year 10 and 11, but the 
examination unit will be taken as part of the summer examinations in Year 11. The topics covered 
will be:

• Contemporary issues in sport
• Performance and leadership in sport activities
• Sport and media

What about examinations?
The mandatory topic for contemporary issues is assessed via one external examination. This 
examination is a 1-hour paper and will be taken in the summer of Year 11. This topic must be passed 
in order to complete the full qualification requirements.

What about non-examination assessment?
The remaining two units are internally assessed through the completion of non-examination 
assessments. All assignments and topics must be passed to gain a final grade.

Materials required
You will need practical PE kit for indoor and outdoor activities. Basic stationery is required for all 
theory lessons.

What other skills might I develop?
You will develop skills in leadership and coaching, ICT, presentation and communication, personal 
and group organisation, report writing and analysis.

What could I do next with Level 2 Cambridge National in Sports Studies?
You can move onto A level PE or Level 3 BTEC Sport. This is a good route into teaching PE, coaching, 
working in sport, the leisure industry, the police or the armed forces.

Curriculum Lead: Miss T Hustwait Email: thustwait@manor.school
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